Countywide 5-Year Economic
Plan – Community Survey

Community
Survey
During October and
November, our team
randomly interviewed
500 people at grocery
stores to create a
representative sample.
Here is some of what
we learned about
challenges confronting
working people…

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
Choices from which to choose
1. Access to public transportation
2. Access to quality health care
3. Reliable access to high-speed internet
4. Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
5. Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
6. Paying local and state taxes
7. Finding affordable child care
8. Other Please tell us
9. I do not face any significant challenges living and working in Clallam County

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
213 Respondents that said they were “Employed in Clallam County” –
these were their top
1. Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
2. Access to quality health care
3. Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
4. Reliable access to high-speed internet
5. Paying local and state taxes
6. Other Please tell us
7. Finding affordable child care
8. Access to public transportation
“Everyone I know who does not own their home cannot find an affordable place to rent. If I had not bought
my home when I did, I would not be able to buy it now because prices have gone up so much”

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
83 Respondents that said they were “Not in the Labor Market” – these were
their top
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Access to quality health care
Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
Paying local and state taxes
Access to public transportation
Reliable access to high-speed internet
Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
Other Please tell us
Finding affordable child care
I do not face any significant challenges living and working in Clallam
County

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
48 Respondents that said they were “Self Employed” – these were their
top
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Access to quality health care
Reliable access to high-speed internet
Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
Paying local and state taxes
Other Please tell us
Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
Access to public transportation
Finding affordable child care
I do not face any significant challenges living and working in
Clallam County

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
35 Respondents that said they were “Remote Workers” – these were
their top
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Access to quality health care
Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
Paying local and state taxes
Access to public transportation
Reliable access to high-speed internet
Other Please tell us
Finding affordable child care
I do not face any significant challenges living and working in
Clallam County

The Community Survey Results –
Top Concerns
31 Respondents that said they were “Seeking Employment” – these were their top
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Finding suitable housing that is affordable (rent or own)
Finding a job that will allow me to meet my financial obligations
Reliable access to high-speed internet
Access to public transportation
Access to quality health care
Paying local and state taxes
Finding affordable child care
Other Please tell us

“If you're a person of working age it feels impossible to afford rent anywhere in Sequim based on the jobs available,
the prerequisites for a rental, and the actual cost of rent.... which is ridiculously impossible. I've lived in Sequim my
entire life ......so I'm fully "Sequim Educated" on the struggles for working class citizens."

Take Aways


Housing and financial
concerns dominated the
discussions.



Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
show basic physiological
needs concern people.



These should be addressed
before other societal needs
will be a concern for most
working people.

EDC Goal –

Increase the quality of life for Clallam County’s
working population

Pursue business and employment in industrial sectors that
 Goal:

Increase Clallam County’s average (mean) wage

 Method:

Target businesses with a median wage that exceeds
the County average (mean) wage.

 Offer full time employment with Benefits

Clallam’s Working Population:
Age, Educational Attainment & Where We Work

Just Over Half of our
Population is of
Working Age

0-17
19%
65+
29%

Clallam Total Population
2021

18-24
6%

78,209

25-34
10%
2021 ACS Education Attainment

45-64
26%

35-44
10%

If Working Age = 18-64
then 52.3% or 40,920
are of working age.
Civilian Labor Force in
2021 was about 26,703
or about 65% of the 1864 population.

Comparison of Population 25 or older with Bachelor's or Higher
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Clallam County Has a Low % of People with Bachelor's Degrees or Higher

25000

In Clallam almost 29% of people 25+ have a Bachelor's Degree
or higher.

Population in 2021
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But if you only consider people 25-64 then the number
drops to 23% that have a Bachelor's or higher.
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Where People Work in Clallam County
26,703
Employees in
Clallam
County
By Industry
Cluster
Source 2019 QCEW

A Quick Look at Relative Wages
Annual Average Wage

2021$

Wage Premium

Clallam County, All

$42,346

N/A

Clallam County, Private Sector

$34,657

-$7,689

Clallam County, Government

$61,056

$18,710

Annual Median Wage

2021$

Clallam County, All

$35,801

Source: QCEW Data 2019 calculated to 2021$

2019 Average Annual Wage: Clusters All Sectors
(2021$)
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$45,738

$34,104

$31,539
$30,000

$52,001

$48,399
$46,104

$25,400
$23,169

$22,871

Some
introductory
wage
analysis…

$0

Average = $42,346
Source: 2019 QCEW

Why is this an EDC Goal?
The Community Survey Results –
People are worried about the next generation
Q19 How confident are you that young people will have economic prosperity as good as, or
better than, yours living and working in Clallam County?
•
Not Confident at all 53.97%
Nearly 85% expressed concern
•
Only Slightly Confident 30.75%
•
Confident 11.51%
•
Very confident 2.18%
•
Extremely confident 1.59%

Text Responses – Overview

Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:

23% or 110 respondents shared their thoughts
 Most respondents mentioned multiple issues in their
answers
 Self-Employed respondents were more likely to share
their thoughts on the local economy than other groups
 47% of all text responses were shared by respondents
employed in Clallam
 Topics raised in text responses mirrored topics selected in
multiple choice answers with the exception of Health Care


Text Responses
Word Cloud

Clallam County Workers on Housing
Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:










“We need more affordable housing…” Self-employed in agriculture or fishing cluster –12 similar responses
“Affordable housing for our younger population to grow and stay and
affordable housing for our service workers is nearly impossible to find.”
Employed in healthcare– 11 similar responses

“The county and local cities need to adjust zoning for residential
development and multifamily” Self-employed in Construction – 3 similar responses
“The cost of rentals, if you can find one, is like $1500 to 2200 (per
month) and (landlords) expect you to make 4 times the rent is beyond
insane” Employed in Transportation – 12 similar responses
“Very limited housing options (for purchase), what is available is being
purchased and outbid quickly by investors.” Employed by a government agency – 3 similar responses

Clallam County Workers on Jobs
and the Economy
Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:





“Create more serious gainful employment... instead of low wage part
time (jobs)” Employed in Manufacturing or Maritime
“There are a lot of jobs but not jobs that you can raise a family
(on).”Employed in healthcare
“Prices for services, property, and goods have inflated over my life to a
point that far surpasses wages, even for my job as an electrician…”employed in
Manufacturing or Marine




“If you want to live in Clallam County , bring your own income. You
won't find one here.” Employed in Retail or Wholesale
“Incentivize tech and manufacturing companies to relocate here. Build
infrastructure to support that.” Employed in Healthcare

Clallam County Workers on the
Government
Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:



“Adjustments to commercial zoning will promote business growth and
new business opportunities.” Self-employed in Construction



“End the COVID restaurant restrictions”



“Elected officials and government make it way too hard for local
businesses to grow and thrive..“Employed in professional services – 3 similar responses



“State and local taxes are entirely too high!”



“Too many public meetings and events exclude the average
working/employed people by being held only during core work hours.”
Employed in Manufacturing or Maritime

Employed by government funded agency. 3 similar responses

Unemployed, looking for work - 3 similar responses

Clallam County Workers on Education
Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:



“We desperately need educated persons in our county.” Employed in healthcare



“Promote skilled trade schools (electrician, plumber, welding etc.)”
Employed in financial services or real estate



“We need better schools to attract a younger workforce in higher
wage jobs.” Employed by a government funded agency



“Better/more schooling”



“More honesty in government, more educated voters” Employed in skilled trades

Employed in construction

Other Issues

Q31 - Please share your thoughts about the local economy:





“We need to do something to keep doctors.” Retired
“Must wait months to get in with a primary care provider.” Retired
“There needs to be creative solutions to our drug/ homeless population”
Employed by a government funded agency





“I believe the area could thrive by really capitalizing on all aspects of
outdoor and natural/environmental engagement.” Self-employed in construction
“Better looking business downtown” Employed in Human Services
“Clallam is a paradise and more people need to focus on promoting the
best aspects of the outstanding opportunities in Clallam.” Employed in Financial Services or
Real Estate

Questions?
Typical Response: “I haven’t seen much prosperity as far as jobs for our upcoming generations.
Covid has been rough. It’s my hope that the county can use what was learned as a resource to
create a stable economy for the people of the county and make it an attractive place, not only to
build retirement homes, but to house and create a life for our young generation."

